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q THIS GERTIFIES TUT, Iyl Smet has been received { 
a into the CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTFR DAY ae organized on S 
go) the SIXTH DAY OF APRIL, 1830,—was ORDAINED into the Wek: 
ie QUORUM of SEVENTIBS, the og — dayof Deterrtee 1844 , Go 
ese and isa PRESIDENT of the GY, pa, QUORUM, and by virtue of § x 
his OFFICE he is authorized to PREACH THE GOSPEL, and officiate in all the ordi- BS 
& nances thereof, in all the world, agreeable to the authority of the HOLY PRIESTHOOD 

Sy yested inhim; we therefore, in the name, and by the authority of this CHURCH, grant ¢ 

iu unto this our BROTHER this letter of COMMENDATION unto all persons wherever his 


‘®} lot may be cast, as a proof of our esteem, praying for his prosperity in the Redeemer’s cause. 
iu GIVEN under our hands at Great Salt Lake City, this 
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MY RECOLLECTIONS OF THE PROPHET 


During the Last Year of His Life 
(From a Manuscript written by Job Smith) 


[he first time that I saw him was on the banks of the Mississippi River 
m the 3lst of May 1843. -It was the usual landing place, and as a boat 
sould be seen ploughing its way against a stiff current, a considerable 
srowd including the Prophet and Brigham had gathered to meet a company 
»f expected immigrants. 


ifter the landing of the small ey of new arrivals, a general greet- 
ing ¢ncluding introductions was gone through in a veuy short time. One 
)f the newcomers named Simmons thought to ieee the Prophet's attention 
70 answer a long string of inquiries, and did so in quite an-unsophisti- 
sated and almost offensive manner, whereupon toe Prophet Geberred) him! to 
-resident Young, and turning on his heel, and in an almost acrobatic man- 
ler made quick fime towards home, to the amazement of those who expected 
70 see the solemnity supposed to be so necessary for a prophet. 


(ieliert time aiter this there was a pean parade of the Nauvoo Legion, 
ameuey and, Inianury. At the head of the column the prophet rode in full 
miform dress, and was thus a a conspicuous figure, as we see his. pic- 
-uemoccasionally at the present time. 


[he next time that I can remember of seeing him was as he was ae home 
"rom the SL auepp ue experience he had been having at Dixon (the facts of 
vhich are well known), escorted by a troop of horsemen with a brass band 
ind many Peau? afoot. in the afternoon at four o'clock he addressed a 
speat multitude of Nauvoo citizens at the "Grove", the usual preaching 
dlace. I remember his recital of the brutal treatment by the two men who 
eae eed to steal him away under most cruel treatment. The two indi- 
riduals whose names he made public on this occasion were Joseph Reynolds 
ind Harmon Wilson. His discourse was a vindication of the rightfulness 
»f the Writ of Habeas Corpus in the case of arrest a long way from home. 


it one of his sabbath discourses during that summer I remember his refer- 
nce to Doctor Foster's "Dry Bones", making remarks concerning them which 
[ have failed to remember. By way of showing light upon them I may refer 
/0 the revelation where William Law and Robert D. Foster were invited in 
che words, "Let my servant” so and so ay stock" into the hands of the 

zommittee of the Nauvoo House," which by the same revelation the prophet 
and his seed were to have place", and it was to be a house to ‘enter- 


‘ain strangers", etc. ; 


jut Robert D. grew weak in the faith and believed it would be a ea 
wofitable investment to be prepared to "entertain strangers", and there- 
Ore Bet up the framework of quite a ae three story hotel-building ~ 
lear the temple. (The fact is, times had changed and trouble was brewing. 


‘he sale of liquor had been forbidden within city limits by the City | 
souncil, and no liquor store was allowed. One ne the prophet in his 
liscourse took occasion to say that he never before knew that "Bakery 
spellt “cider and whiskey" which he left the congregation to understand 
as sold behind that sign. 
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he mayor at once ordered the Se spilled and the slight frame build- 
ng was toppled over and rolled down over the brink of a deep hollow, so 
hat whiskey ee received a set-back which, when it did appear again 
t tried to hide behind the sign of "Bakery". 


hat he was an athlete is Sidebar et known from many testimonies, and ~ 
hat hé was fearless both physically and Ei ste is also well at- 
ested. Some of his bitter enemies sat with him upon the stand, to ~ 
hich I remember him making direct reference when once during his dis- ~ 
iourse he turned around, and re a venerable looking old man, he 
emarked, “Why here is old Father Cole turning against me." 


s the public gatherings of the saints were always held in the open air, 
here were of course no general Sunday port ee in the winter; and I, 
iving five miles out of the city, heard none of his discourses in the 
mall et ee I remember Bae te at a conference held for shelter 
nder the east wall of the unfinished temple, and hearing the prophet” 
eclare that he could carry Sidney Rigdon as his councillor no longer. 
t will be remembered that Rigdon had moved with his seer contrary 
o the counsel given in a revelation, from Nauvoo to Pittsburg, his na- 
ive town. Later, or in the spring of 1844, the "stand" and seats were 
oved to a pape i FPone Of A iB UES called "Field's Tannery." There 
listened to what I believe was his last sabbath discourse. 


t will be understood that eg to the fact that he had sought in vain 
or assistance or redress for the robbing and driving of the saints in 
lissouri from the chief executive of the nation, ae been turned down - 
‘ith the cruel remark, "Your cause is just, but I can do ce for wou |, 
nd ene a selfish reason, and it being an election year, he ad- 
ressed letters to certain prominent men who either were already or ex- © 
i@eed to be candidates for the office of President of the United States, 
sking them what in case of their election to that high office would be 
heir course of proceedure toward the Latter-day Saints. The answers he - 
'eceived were tere unsatisfactory, to which he made some coe beeeeeere 
specially as to Henry Clay, of whose recommendations he made reference 

y referring to some past inquiries the saints had suffered, as "little 
ipperkins of milk compared with Clay's great aqua fortis jars." 
‘ollowing this in a caucus held in Nauvoo he was nominated for President 
md issued his "Views of the powers and policy of the United States" ~ 
thich were read to thousands in all the prominent cities. But with the- 
awyers and politicians he was so completely disgusted that (on the stand 
- remember him) mimicing them in their comments on his "views," rolling: 
up , Soa of tobacco in their mouths and exclaiming, "Old Joe Smith, 
yy Gaud. | 


md in that discourse in front of the tannery he declared that under 
‘heir management "the Union would fall and come to the ground.” His at- 
‘itude on Spas was very bitter, picturing the eo area man as holding 
q his manacled hands and exclaiming "O Liberty, where are thy charms, 
‘hat poets have _told_me were sweet," but alas a few more weeks witnessed 
she death by unlawful violence of this prophet of the Most High God. 
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Now as to the fulfilment of this notable prediction concerning the gov- 
epnment, we can well call to mind the Seni Pack of the Ae ge when 
the Lord called another notable man, whose name is now honored as second 
to none except George Washington to hold the helm of state and abolish 
slavery and save the Union. 


It was, I think, in the same discourse delivered near the tannery that, 
referring to the mobbers of Missouri, he prophesied that some of them 
should suffer in a manner emblematically as shown by the Irish fable of 
"the Killkenny cats which fought one another so viciously that they each 
ate the other up so that nothing was left but the ends of their two tails." 
Perhaps it may be thought that this prediction could never by an possi- 
bility ever be realised. But let them read the unbiassed account of the 
Donner party (which perished in the Sierra Nevada Mountains in 1846-7) 
in Bancroft's History of California; they will arrive at the conclusion 
that the picture drawn by the pe het was well taken. aca! started 

nith pronounced threats against the Mormons they expected to find in 
California, and as early as when they passed Ft. Bridges, commenced 
fighting among themselves and ended up by eating one another in the very 
deep snows of the Sierras. About half of them were rescued by parties 
from the western side of the mountains, and only a few of the remainder 
survived, having lived through the winter on human flesh. 


Referring again to the discourse on the stand in front of the es 
I remember it commenced to rain, and he stopped his discourse and asked 
the congregation if he should stop and dismiss the Bake |e but many 
cried out "No, go on, go on," to which he replied then, "I will go on, 
let it rain or shine." Which he did. : 


fnemies within the city and mobs from without were at this time very 
threatening, and the Nauvoo Legion, in whose ranks I was enrolled, were 
on hand guarding the city and especially the residence of the prophet, 
and on the 22nd day of June 1844 the Legion were all marched in a bod 
and arranged in close order in front of the framework of a small build- 
ing across the street from his residence. The prophet with a few others 
seated themselves on this framework, and all veer ready, he addressed 
the assembly. He was in his military dress with his hat, epaulettes 

and sword. The ae of his speech as written the next day from memory 
(or epitomy) accords with my own memory of his notable speech, espec- 
ially his dramatically drawing his sword and pointing it towards the 
heavens, and his declaring that inasmuch as they, the members of the 
Legion, were willing to lay down their lives for him, he was willing 

to lay down his life for them. It was well understood that the city 

nas threatened with destruction if the Pele. was not given up, hence 
the question, the hearty response, and his final declaration. 


I stood but a few feet from the frame building on which he stood, and 
I thought he said he should return to us again, and when a few days 
afterward the news came of his assasination, I could think of nothing 
but that he would shortly be resurrected as was his great prototype, 
the Savior. I wept bitterly at the dreadful news, and was not alone 
in that sensation. In common with many thousands of others 1 viewed 
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this remains in the hall of his residence, with his brother Hyrum's, 
where they lay in their coffins ready for burial. ne to a reward 
fhaving been offered by his enemies in Missouri for his head, a mock 
funeral was held and his body secreted in an unsuspected place. It 
was my good fortune to be in touch with whose who knew his temporary 
resting place, and with whom I viewed the place. 


‘The "Laws,'--men who were chiefly responsible for the murder, were seen 
on the evening of the event driving swiftly about 20 miles from Carth- 
jage to a ferry across the Mississippi river into another State to 
escape from expected Mormon revenge. 


‘During the six weeks following the tragedy or until the arrival of the 
‘apostles from their mission in the east, it was an occasion of lo here, 
jand lo there, among various aspirants for recognition as leaders for 

| the people. 


feng the sixth week Sidney anes arrived from Pittsburg, and issued 
'a call for the people to assemble at the "Grove," which meeting I at- 
tended with thousands of others. His reasonings-and oratory had con- 
siderable weight with the class of members who had joined the church 
-and immigrate ge hated to the Missouri persecutions, but with the 
‘latter class it was different. | 


But before he had had sufficient opportunity to work up an influence 
‘Mecessary to put his claims to a vote, the apostles arrived from the 
east; and the notable pal pening of practically all the members of the 
church from Nauvoo, and for many miles surrounding, on the 8th of Aug- 
just assembled in conference. The church so far as I know has never met 
}in a more thoroughly representative capacity than on that day. The 
apostles were there, together with all the organized quorums of the 
church, with its members male and female. The stand faced the south... 


Ciba, £2. 2f sensei missing) 


He broke forth in the voice and attitude of Joseph Smith the prophet 
and said, "Now if you want to know who is the President of this people, 
It is_I." Now those who wish to sustain the twelve apostles as the 
presiding aes and in CEary ae out the measures of the prophet 
and in finishing the temple, that the people may have their endowments, 
let them hold up their hands. The vote was unanimous as far as I was 
able to see. A vote was then asked for in favor of Sidney Rigdon, and 
Iwas told that seventeen persons voted for him, out of the many 
thousands assembled, but I did not see them. 


I am not alone in remembering the voice of the prophet through Presi- 
dent Young, for I have heard a great many persons offer the same testi- 
mony. Be that as it may, the prophet's shoes have been well filled 
and the gospel spread in spite of all opposition. 
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A HISTORY OF THE MORMONS FROM 1832 to 1846 
By Job Smith 


ye dear readers who have not read Bancroft's or Whitney's a eae of 
he Mormons, or having and failed to believe the truth concerning he 
auntlet of opposition, abuse, aa) and murder they had to run through 
rom the year 1832 to 1846, now read the testimony of one who suffered 

nd witnessed too much of it, and made himself as well acquainted with 

he whole of it as close acquaintance with the parties concerned and an 
arnest application for information to all sources available to a young 
nquisitive fellow could make possible for him to find out. 


tarting the dee in Missouri 1832: A border state and in a border 
ounty. One of the most westerly inhabited counties in the U. 5. called 
ackson; named after the proud defender of New Orleans against the British. 
he few inhabitants were proud of the name "Jackson" and still more proud 
f a supposed military unconquerable attitude so prominent in the Southern 
tates previous to the civil war, imagined themselves lord of all ge 
ould survey, both what they owned and all else except that owned by their 
ew neighbors. bere a slave state, the negroes did most of the work, 
hich consisted mostly in planting and hoeing the paneee crop, which 

as corn. Very little wheat was raised, corn yielded 50 or 60 bushels to 
he acre. ‘Corn bread and common-doings" was the usual food for master 

nd slave, and "wheat bread and chicken fixings" for special occasions. 
ext to the slaves the women did the most work as they spun the yarn and 
ove the cloth chiefly worn. Next to feeding the people, corn made good 
ork, that is, fattened it up for use for market, after fhe hogs had grown 
o maturity in the wild woods, still res domain; JI mentioned market: 
word then having no meaning nearer than St. Louis, some 000 miles away; 
ut reached now and then by a few adventurous men building a raft or flat- 
oat and thus conveying pork etc. by the current down the river to that 
lace. But corn had another use which was very convenient, and in times 

f any excitement, more necessary than bread. It made good whiskey and 

t_ was cheap too in case it was made at a regular ages Tier , 40 cents a 
allon or less by the barrel. This happy-go-lucky sort of Lite was not 

he kind to live gs le | with the eastern, industrious, enterprising, 
nti-slavery and united Mormon colony from the extreme east. Besides, 
hese Mormons were preachers, when not working they were preaching and 
rophesying things very annoying to the conceit of self satisfied people. 
nd as ery poner proved to be the controlling factor in their mental 
ake up, they had no source of relief, sage Pour tent.’ The! Mormons: too’ did 
ot Stop at en cnne and prophesying but they went to printing and_send- 
ng abroad their obnoxious views as to gospel, politics, progress, destiny 
nd more obnoxious than all, universal freedom to all men Brack white or 
olored. Now at this date we all know that that last mentioned doctrine 

n a large scale caused one of ihe ele fights on record- the civil war. 
UE eee ly the Mormons were not mixed up in that dreadful melee. They got 
heir dose of it in advance and had retired to a safe distance. : 


his printing was the last ounce that broke the camel's back inasmuch as 

he colony's numbers through its agency daily increased, and the inevitable 
00k place, a crowd of men assembled and aeetpogea the printing house and 
ress, and treated the editor and manager to what they considered the mean- 
st punishment within their knowledge. This circumstance of course opened 
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she strong contention on the one side for the expulsion of the Mormons 
‘rom the county and the retention on the other side of their lands and 
wpoperty which they had lawfully acquired. Nothing, however, would sat- 
_sfy the Missourians but the expulsion of the Mormons. The noise of the 
jatunenee caused anti-Mormon sentiment to HUGE I ae ae the state 
ike wild fire, and violence, robbery and destruction of property was 
esorted to until the life of a Mormon was unsafe in the eat Appeals 
vere sometimes made to the authorities for pocheeuaae from further raids 
ind violence, the reply being that they must defend themselves. On at- 
‘empting to do so the row was intensified so that mobs increased and 
lefense was useless. As they were a oa inseparable from each other 
m account of their religious faith, we find them in the spring of 1834 
.cross the river in another Missour1 voueey Lae hes their scattered 
1umbers and limited resources on unoccupied lands whereon to create 

1omes and settlements where they could live in peace. Their numbers also 
luring the year or two following increased into the thousands from the 
wwelve hundred expelled from Jackson county, still further alarmed the 
state. This alarm doubtless was augmented by the religious devotion held 
y the refugees to the idea that Independence, Jackson county being about 
she central part of North America, was to become the centre stake or city 
if Zion, where their most sacred and costly temple should eventually be 
uuilt, and hence Sean refused to sell any of their holdings in that 
‘ounty, from which they had been silly ee expelled. 


lackson county agitators, seeing that increase of numbers meant increase 
if votes, commenced working up Ha thas and again in 1836 this large 
umber of people had to move, but still not outside of the state, and 
‘till continuing to try to settle down and make homes and lay out for 
uilding temples and proselyting for increased numbers. Thus the spirit 
if mobocracy got away in great measure with the entire state so that the 
rovernor issued an exterminating order, and commissioned a large military 
orce to expel the objectionable citizens from the state. It foal bo 
lay oe bordering on impossible that such an order in what was 
‘upeeeee to be a civilized country could have been carried out, but the 
‘old fact remains that over twelve thousand people were violently driven 
Way out of the state during the winter of 1838-9. And in all these 
Irivings, it was from lands they had purchased either from the govern- 
lent or from other owners, and for which on leaving they received no 
‘ompensation. 


‘he ignominy of the whole disgraceful proceeding was crowned by the leg- 
lature of the state appropriating a very large sum to pay the ruffians 
tho had done the cruel work. 


hile it was a warfare on a religion, it was also an agressive advance 
ovement for the perpetuation of slavery, an entrenchment against civi- 
ized public opinion then crystalising in the northern states. 


he absolute destitution and desperation to which this last act of con- 
iscation and brutality had reduced this large amount of people, with 
heir leaders in prison or in hiding, made a further colonising move 
nto public lands Se ewe so we next find them crossing the Miss- 
SSlppl river into Illinois where they found sympathising Pedenas in 
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’ Be oe ees, country, A sort of abandoned location on the 
illinois side of the river called "Commerce" was soon secured and became 
he home of the leaders and as many others as had means enough left to 
ive upon while they built themselves shelters, so that in 1840 a cit 

lad been laid out and the people of their faith invited to come, and the 
ity called Nauvoo ee into existence, and a few more years of peace 
vas accorded the afflicted people. On account of their unity and confi- 
lence in their leaders, political troubles soon became apparent, as the 
formon people afforded no field for expliting politics, only as they were 
pxplained in their own papers and spoken of by their own leaders. 
froubles also arose on the inside by parties who had belonged to the 
Fhurch, but who had been dealt with for immorality, and who now took oc- 
fasion to ally themselves with some of the bitterest anti-Mormons in 
lissouri who were offering rewards for the life of the "Prophet" or 
leader of the church. One pet res bred another, and a scheme-was at 
Last eoeatigeeds to get the "prophet" into the hands of this combine, away 
from the protection of his friends. The sequel was that he and his 
prother were murdered in cold blood June 27, 1844. The citizens of the 
rounties adjoining Nauvoo had also been worked FP by anti-Mormon lect- 
Pers, politicians and church men so that it really appears that a_ great 
any people who did not participate in the murder hed aoa Cs really 
onsented thereto as no jury could be found to condemn the murders, the 
vision of sentiment being so ogee The deed having been done at 
athage, 20 miles from Nauvoo, was the following day deserted, as well 

s the farms and residences for many miles distant under the expectation 
hat revenge would be sought by the Mormon gg for. the Gcath ot the 

en whom they so fervently loved and honored. It was a literal fulfill- 
ent of the proverb, "The wicked fleeth when no man pursueth." The 

lormon people, by no means cowards, left the matter with Him who said, 
Justice is mine, I will repay." Mourning was deep, sincere and uni- 
ersal among them; and as out of the ashes of "Christian" (see Bunyan ) 
rose a "Faithful," whose devotion to the plans and measures of his 
iredecessor was unbounded, and here we come to a group of men with whom 
he present generation of people are better acquainted, who faithfully 
upported their new leader, and by whose united wisdom and faithful labors 
he church was soon lifted out of the field of Pies peas and persecution, 
nd placed where homes could be made without fear of disturbance. These 
en's names were Brigham Young as leader, Heber C. Kimball, Willard 
ichards, John Taylor, ae and Orson Pratt, George A. Smith, Wilford 
oodruff, Lorenzo Snow, together with a lengthy list of capable men, 
ipplemented by a membership of devoted people ready to accomplish any 
easure that might be decided upon in council. 


wenty months from the massacre the temple, the completion of which was 
me of the prophet's most sacred ambitions, was so lar completed that it 
Ould be used by the chief membership of the church; but ae one time the 
opposition had so far recovered from the brief lull succee ing the murder, 
Md gained in numbers and bitterness, boldly range ee itself by threat 
md open acts of violence and incendiarism, that a conclusion was arrived 
tC by the persecuted people to leave their holdings, home, farms and ~ 
acred Pividings and “trek" into uninhabited and unknown regions. During 
his spring of 1846 the bulk of the Mormon people were travelling west- 
ard, so that in July a large number had crossed the state of lowa, and 
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he Mormons were eae ee in a region and in company 
| ce 0or 


heresy, notably for their compact unity in both religi Een 
t was too Aiich if P r oo OUn religion and politics 


J ! be treated as public 
memies and suppressed by legal military means. But for this kind of 


‘or an equal march of infantry." Gs doubtless ran that of course 
le proposition and then the 
hole body could be accused of treasonable intentions, and the plans of 
heir enemies could be carried out. But the best laid plans of mice and 
en gae aft aglae. The Mormon Battalion was raised, at an immense sacri- 
ice to the families left behind, and an unparalleled march across the 
Ontinent to Los Angeles was performed, and this writer remembers, 18 
ionths afterwards, fhe return of the men whose families he had assisted 

n their absence, nearly starved to death, having walked all the way ~ 
ack across the continent to where their families had waited at Council 
mifs. So much for that. The plans of the pioneers were permitted to 
mcarried oul, and the people ee Se enabled to complete an 

xodus as notable as the one recorded in the Bible. 


embership took no interest except to lament that all were not as _ true 
@ their religious eterna of peete and forgiveness as they should be 
8 followers of the great Christ. 
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eS S Holiness the Boh. BD 
CQ Sear SSE GD 
TO ALL pact TO WHOM THIS LETTER SHALL COME: 


With the Ghurch of Hesus Ghrist of Latter-day Suints, and by the General 


a Authorities of oe Church has been duly appointed to a Mission 


Vtarted Meet to Lreach the Gospel, and administer 


in all the ordinances thereof pertaining to his office. 


And we invite all men to give heed to his Teachings and Counmsels 
as a man of GOD, sent to open to them the door of Life and Salva- 
tion, and assist him in his travels, in whatsoever things he may 


need, 


to his hainsfnbpinith the blessings of heaven and earth, ” thd and for 
utt-eternity, in the name of LESUS CHRIST. dAmen 


SiqNeD AT a2 aie CITY, TERRITORY OF UTAH, 


EY AB EAL LEO he. in behalf of said Church. 
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TO ALL PERSONS TO WHOM THIS LETTER SHALL COME: 


iS 
mits ee OGG 


that the bearer, Elder 


AN 
S 


os Ay is in full faith and fellowship 
with the Ghurch of Yesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and by the 
General Authorities of said Church, has been duly appointed 
to a Mission to... eas SS eo) Shae to Lreach the Gospel, 
and administer tn all the ordinances thereof pertaining to his 
office. 

And we invite all men to give heed to his Teachings and 
Couwnsels as a man of GOD, sent to open to them the door of 
Life and Salvation—and assist him in his travels, in whatso- 
ever things he may need. 

And we pray GOD, THE ETERNAL FATHER to bless 
et A Lee hes a uw dnd all who receive him, 
and minister to his comfort, with the blessings of heaven and | 
earth, for time and for all eternity, in the name of JESUS % 
CHRIST: Amen. 


SigNED AT SALT LAKE CITY, TERRITORY OF UTAH. 
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Salt Lake Cit (ie 
Dec. 8, t809 


Elder Job Smith, 


Brookl 
Baeorates 


Dear Brother:- 


| : Your various favors to myself and 

the Council of the Apostles, to Bishop Hunter, and to Bro. Geo. 
Goddard have all been received. The enterprise of forming a settle- 
ment of the Saints in Mendocino Co., California, does not strike the 
Council favorably, for though with a ee company and a sufficiency 
of means an enterprise of that kind might be considered feasible, 
ee under your circumstances, weak-handed as you represent yourself 

0 be, we deem it impracticable. We do not consider it prudent for 

ou with so few Saints and with so very little means to engage in so 
important an enterprise. 


Under existing circumstances, we 
think it would be preferable for you to continue to pursue the course 
yon have been pursuing in preaching and building up Churches and fol- 

owing out the other parts of your. Instructions from President Young 
in your Letter of Appointment, for we feel satisfied, situated as you 
are, you would be unable to carry out his Counsel, to avoid running 
into debt, if you embarked in the enterprise of forming new settle- 
ments. 


Praying the Lord to preserve you 
from all evils and to direct you in ll your ways, and with love to 
yourself and fhe Saints in Ca ifornia, 


I remain, 
Your Brother in the Gospel, 
JOHN TAYLOR. 
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Copied from 
INCOMPLETE MANUSCRIPT WRITTEN BY JOB SMITH 


Next to the slaves, the women did the most work, as they spun the yarn and 
wove the cloth chiefly worn. Next to feeding the people, corn made good 
pore, that is, fattened it up for use or market, gttee the hogs had grown 
o maturity in the wild woods still public domain. I mentioned market-- 
a word then having no meaning nearer than St. Louis, some 500 miles away 
but reached now and then by a few adventurous men building a raft or flat 
boat and thus conveying pork, etc. by the current down the river to that 
jyplace. But corn had another use which was very convenient, and in times 
of any excitement, more necessary than bread. It made good whiskey, and 
it was cheap too, in case it was made at a regular distillery, 40g'a gal- 
jjlon or less by the barreity * Thijs happy-go-luclgy sort of life was not the 
kind to live neighbourly with the eastern, industrious, enterprising, 
anti-slavery and united Mormon colony from the extreme east. Besides 
) this, Mormons were preachers; when not working, they were preaching, and 
| prophesying things very annoying to the conceit of self-satisfied people, 
jand as anal eee proved to be the controlling factor in their mental 
make-up, they had no source of relief except to fight. The Mormons too 
)did not stop at obagenn and SG ee Pe but they weut- to printing,“and 
) sending abroad their obnoxious views at to gospel, hdl progress, 
) destiny and_more obnoxious than all, universal freedom to all men, black, 
jwhite or colored. Now at this date we all know that that last-mentioned 
‘doctrine on a large scale cured one of the biggest fights on record, the 
Civil War. But fortunately the Mormons were not mixed up in that dread- 
ful melee. They got their dose of it in advance, and had retired to a 
safe distance. 


14 


| This printing was the last ounce that broke the camel's back, inasmuch as 
the colony's numbers through its ney daily increased; and the inevit- 
able took place, a crowd of men assembled and destroyed the printing 
house and press, and treated the editor and manager to what they consid- 
ered the meanest punishment within their knowledge. This circumstance 
‘of course opened the strong contention on the one side for the expulsion 
‘of the Mormons from the a, and the reventron on the other ‘side or 
their lands and property which they had lawfully acquired. Nothing how- 
ever would sdiilst Phe finieeear ie but the expulsion of the Mormons. 

The noise of the disturbance caused anti-Mormon sentiment to spread 
throughout the State like wildfire, and violence, robbery and destruction 
|of property was resorted to, until the life of a Mormon was unsafe in 


the county. 


| As they were a people inseparable from each other on account of their. 
Ireligious faith, we find thet in the spring of 1834 across the river in 
lanother Missouri county, gathering their scattered numbers and_ limited 
Iresources on niedennied lands whereon to create homes and settlements 
|where they could live in peace. Their numbers also, during the year or 
|two following, increasing into the thousands from the twelve hundred ex- 
|pelled from Saeleson pean ys still further alarmed the State. This alarm 
ldoubtless was augmented by the religious devotion held by the refugees 
Ito the idea that Independence, Jackson erik Pa about the central 
part of North America, was to become the centre stake or tear of Zion, 
lwhere their most sacred and costly ae should eventually be built, 
land hence they refused to sell any of the holdings in that county, from 
jwhich they had been unlawfully expelled. 
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Jackson county agitators seeing that increase of numbers meant increase 
of votes, commenced working up oppa ation, and again in 1836 this large 
number of people had to move, but still not outside of the State, and 
still continuing to try to settle down and make homes and lay out for 
building temples and proselyting for increased numbers. Thus the spirit 
of mobocracy got away in great measure with the entire State so that the 
Governor issued an exterminating order and commissioned a large military 
force to expel the objectionable citizens from the State. It looks to- 
day something bordering oa pee CGBa LS that such an order in.what what 
was Sarees to be a civilized country could have been carried out, but 
‘the cold fact remains that over twelve thousand people were violentl 
driven away out of the State cut tee the winter of 1838-9. And in al 
these drivings it was from lands they had purchased either from the gov- 


ernment or from other owners, and for which on leaving they received no 
compensation. 


The ignominy of the whole disgraceful proceeding was crowned by the leg- 


islature of the State appropriating a very large sum to vay the ruffians 
Bie aatne fhe trust ork. . ty ane yey 


While it was a warfare on a religion, it was also an aggressive advance 
movement for the perpetration of slavery, an entrenchment against civi- 
lized public opinion then crystalising in the northern States. 


The absolute destitution and desperation to which this last act of con- 
fiscation and brutality had reduced this large amount of people, with 
their leaders in prison or in hiding, made a further colonising move 
onto public lands GupO BB LOTS 2 so we next find them eeet the Migs- 
issippi river into Illinois where they found sympathising friends in 
Quincy and surrounding country. 
: | 
‘A sort of abandoned location on the Illinois side of the river called 
"Commerce" was soon secured and became the home of the leaders and as 
many others as had means enough left to live pee while they built 
‘theinselves shelters, so that in 1840 a city had been laid out and the 
Bpeople of their faith invited to come, and the city called Nauvoo 
‘sprang into existence, and a few more years of peace was accorded the 
afflicted people. On account of their unity and confidence in their 
‘leaders, political troubles soon became apparent, as the Mormon people 
afforded no field for exploiting politics, only as they were explained 
‘in their own papers and spoken of a their own leaders. Troubles also 
arose on the inside by parties who had belonged to the church, but_who 
had been dealt with for immorality, and who now took occasion to ally 
themselves with some of the bitterest Anti-Mormons in Missouri who were 
offering rewards for the life of the "Prophet" or leader of the church. 
‘One annoyance bred another, and a scheme was at last perfected to get 
the "Prophet" into the hands of this combine, away from the protection 
of his friends. The sequel was that he and his brother were murdered 
‘in cold blood June 27, 1844. The citizens of Nauvoo had also been 
worked up by Anti-Mormon lecturers, politicians and church men so that 
it really appears that a great many people who did not participate in 
the murder proceedings really consented thereto as no jury could be 
found to condemn the murderers, the division of sentiment eae SO 
strong. The deed having been done at Carthage, 20 miles from Nauvoo, 
was tie following day deserted as well as the farms and residences for 
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aany miles distant under the expectation that revenge would be sought 
by the Mormon people for the death of the men whom they so fervent 
loved and honored. It was a literal fulfillment of the proverb, tithe 
wicked fleeth when no man pursueth." The Mormon people, by no means 
cowards , left the matter with Him who said “Justice is mine, I will 
nepey. Mourning was deep, sincere and universal among them; and as 
out of the ashes of Christian" (see Bunyan) arose a "Faithful," whose 
devotion to the plans and measures of his predecessor-was unbounded, 
and here we come to a group of men with whom the present generation 

of people are better acquainted, who faithfully supported their new 
leader, and by whose united wisdom and faithfu tahoe the church was 
soon lifted out of the field of antagonism and persecution, and placed 
where homes could be made without fear of disturbance. These men's 
names were Brigham oe as leader, Heber C,. Kimbal, Willard Richards, 
John Taylor, Parley and Orson Pratt, George A. Smith, Wilford Woodruff, 
Lorenzo Snow, together with a lengthy list of capable men, supplemented 
by a membership of devoted people ready to accomplish any measure that 
Might be decided upon in council. 


Twenty months from the massacre the temple, the completion of which 
was one of the prophet's most sacred ambitions, was so far completed 
that it could be used by the chief membership of the church; but by 
this time the opposition had so far recovered from the brief lull suc- 
ceeding the murder, and gained in numbers and bitterness; boldly mani- 
festing itself by threats and open acts of violence and incendiarism 
that a conclusion was arrived at by the persecuted people to leave 
their holdings, homes, farms and sacred buildings and “trek” into un- 
inhabited and unknown regions. Dee this spring of 1846 the bulk of 
the Mormon people were era westward, so that in July a large 
number had crossed the State of lowa, and others following in eae. 
made it plainly understood that the exodus was not intended to termi- 
nate until a safe place of defence was reached, and where they would 
be in touch with many nations of American Indians. To the States of 
Illinois and Missouri, especially Missouri, this appeared ominous news. 
As Missouri especially had, in a State capacity, made cruel war upon 
those people, expelling them by brute force from their homes without 
any just cause, and Sens Ge human nature from the standpoint upon 
a they themselves exercised it, the fact that the Mormons were 
gradually placing themselves in a region and in company, which would 
make it possible for them to return with such force as would enable 
them to avenge themselves of their former adversaries, was too much to 
be i rlooked. Accordingly Missouri's gh ate ae av. the seat of 
overnment urgently called attention to the Supp os at danger. It was 
iy desired hee some measure be adopted that would put an end 
to what was regarded by priests and politicians as a dangerous heresy, 
notably for their compact unity in both religion and politics. It was 
too much to ask the government to authorize re rea movements to 
scatter them abroad and dispose in some way of the leaders, so some 
trap must be set by which iP they fell into it they could be accused 
of disloyalty to bie government and poner dense might be treated as 
ublic enemies and suppressed by legal military means. But for this 
Find of reasoning the government would never have thought of such a 


cruel proposition as to ask a people without a home, living in covered 
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wagons, most of them without even a tent, and short of provisions at 
at, to send 500 men of the available strength of the camps, away 
from their wives and children or aged parents on such a trip, con- 
cerning which the commissioned officer afterwards wrote, eae tery 
may be searched in vain for an equal march of infantry." -Reasoning 
doubtless ran that of course the Mormons would resent such an un- 
reasonable Benes Lon, and then the whole body could be accused of 
treasonable intentions, and the plans of their enemies could be 
carried out. But the best laid plans of mice and men gae aft aglae. 
The Mormon Battalion was raised, at_an immense sacrifice to the fam- 
ilies left behind, and an umparalleled march across the continent to 
Los Angeles was performed, and this writer remembers 18 months after- 
wards the return of the men whose families had assisted in their ab- 
sence, “eee: starved to death, having walked all the way back across 
the continent to where their families had waited at Council Bluffs. 


po much for that. The plans of the pioneers were permitted to be 
carried out, and the people marvelously enabled to complete an ex- 
odus as notable as the one recorded in the Bible. 


Tt is now but common justice to affirm that never in all the troubles 
that have been experienced or passed through, has the idea been ad- 
vanced or talked of to take any measures to fake revenee (Lor Hey in 
juries received. As to what may have happened in some individual and 
isolated cases that looked like retaliation, the leaders and general 
at gee LOOK TO, tmberest exXCepL vO lament that all were not as 
true to their religious teaching of pede and forgiveness as they 
should be as followers of the great Christ. 
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